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Sir: 

Applicants hereby appeal to the Board of Patent Appeals and Interferences from 
the decision set forth in the Office Action mailed on December 12, 2006. Although the 
decision was not a final action, the Office Action was issued in response to Applicants' 
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appeal brief that had been filed on September 21, 2006. Thus, the Office Action mailed 
on December 12, 2006 was an attempt by the Examiner to reopen prosecution on the 
merits with regard to claims 1-2, 4-6, 8-13, and 16-20. The Examiner has rejected these 
claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Bauer and unsubstantiated 
obvious teachings and motivations. As the claims were finally rejected in a prior office 
action and were on appeal at the time that the Examiner re-opened prosecution, 
Applicants may elect to continue the appeal by filing another Notice of Appeal and 
Appeal Brief. 37 CF.R. 41.31 and 41.37. 

No fee check is being tendered with this Notice of Appeal as a check in the 
amount of $500.00 has already been paid for the previously filed Notice of Appeal. 
Should the previously paid fee be deficient in amount or any extension of time be 
necessary for the filing of this Notice of Appeal, please charge any fees which may be 
due to Deposit Account No. 13-0014, but not to include any payment of issue fees. 
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Attorney for Applicants 
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